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Rail Re-openings Toolkit 

 
The Countryside Agency has recently published Rail Re-opening Toolkit , a 
complete guide to the process of re-opening a disused railway.  This is the culmi-
nation of several years of detailed research by the Independent Rail Consultancy 
Group.  The toolkit comes under five headings: Process, Making the Case, Mak-
ing it Happen, Case Studies and Appendices.  It is available at £5, including post 
and packing, from ACoRP at Brian Jackson Centre, New North Parade, Hudders-
field HD1 5JP. 

[The Editor has a copy, and can send it to anyone interested.] 
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Arriva Wales ôstation adoptionõ conference 
 

Arriva Trains Wales hosted a well attended conference for its station adopters, in 
Cardiff on December 4th. Undisputed star of the show was Kaylee John, a pupil 
at Mountain Ash Comprehensive which has sponsored its local station on the Ab-
erdare Line. She spoke with passion, enthusiasm and conviction. Sheôs a real 
credit to her school and her community. Pupils at the school have been working 
with Arriva and the British Transport police on a project which combines physical 
improvements at the station with course work on the history and role for the rail-
way in the local community. 

 Arriva Trains Wales now has 65 stations formally adopted and many of the 
adopters made their way from as far afield as Runcorn and Helsby to attend the 
event. Chief Inspector Paul Richard of the BTP spoke together with David Ed-
wards of the Heart of Wales Line Forum and ACoRPôs very own Paul Salveson. 
Managing Director Peter Strachan introduced the event and fielded questions 
and comments from adopters. Martyn Brennan, ATW driver manager who looks 
after the programme, took part in the discussion and introduced the speakers. 

[From ACoRPôs Train on Line No.21, December 2004] 
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News of the Line 
Freight from Aberystwyth  

The experimental movement of timber from Aberystwyth to Chirk got under way 
on Thursday 3rd March.  The train, which can carry 200 tonnes, was formed of 
two MPVôs with four-wheeled timber trucks between.  On the first day, the train 
included Class 37 37427, included to provide backup power should the MPVôs be 

unable to cope.  The train was only half loaded, the weight of the 37 being 
equivalent to 100 tonnes.  In the event, the units coped well, and the 37 was not 

used again. 

 The train was scheduled to arrive in Aber at 0922ðjust three minutes be-
fore the departure of the 0925 up passenger, and depart at 1150.  As the unit can 
run at up to 60mph, it could be fitted into the passenger schedule. 

 The Daily Post of 18th April reported that the trial was a great success.  
During the period 4,500 tonnes of timber were taken from Aberystwyth to the 
Kronospan wood mill 75 miles away, equivalent to 180 lorry-loads.  The Forestry 
Enterprise is now considering a five to 10-year contract for rail haulage which 
would remove an estimated 4,000 timber lorry journeys from Wales' roads.  Con-
sultants overseeing the project will now meet Welsh Assembly and Forestry En-
terprise managers to seek grants for two new specially-designed trains, each 
with a 200-tonne carrying capacity.  Each new train will cost an estimated £1.3m, 
with private money coming from railway leasing specialists HSBC.  It is hoped all 
Welsh timber will be carried by rail from sidings built near their forests of origin. 
Forestry Enterprise also aim to run rail timber services to the Shotton paper mill 
on Deeside.  

 


