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Chairmanôs Message 
 
 Writing these messages can sometimes be a frustrating experience, as you 
never know what will be the big issue by the time the newsletter is printed and 
distributed.  Fortunately the SRA is good at providing material: the franchise win-
ner announcement and the consultation document suggesting maintenance 
budgets are to be slashed brings more gloom and doom.  Who is to blame?  Well 
if my communication with many members over the last few months is right ï itôs 
the Governmentôs and I tend to agree.  Many of you have expressed feelings of 
anger, disappointment, betrayal and downright venom all directed at central gov-
ernment.  The SRA is just an all too willing carthorse that does what Government 
tells it and increasingly looks like part of the problem rather than the solution. 
 Tony Blair declared that he will judged on domestic policies and not the war 
in Iraq.  Complete and utter failure on transport policy is a start isnôt it?  Long be-
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ERTMS radio signalling to be trialled on the Cambrian 

ERTMSðthe European Rail Traffic Management System - is to be tested in Brit-
ain with a pilot installation on the Cambrian Lines, as reported in the National 
Press in May (e.g. The Times  of May 20th). 
 This system was recommended in the Cullen/Ulf report into the Ladbrooke 
Grove disaster.  It is designed to stop trains passing red signals, and will also al-
low more trains on the tracks.  It uses digital beacons on the tracks, and GSM-R 
radio (the same technology as is used by mobile phones) to send control mes-

fore any sexed up documents made their way on to the scene I think many rail 
users had lost trust in the government.  The difference between whatôs been 
needed, the promises and whatôs actually happened is stark.  The sorry saga of 
the Wales and Border franchise process just highlights how were all being failed 
by government.  Promises, delay and ultimate disappointment sums it all up.  La-
bour are in the middle of their third substantive attempt at running the railways in 
the UK, the first two times around were characterised by broken promises, failure 
and a lack of vision and leadership.  History is repeating itself. 
 It is pointed out that after nationalising the railway in 1947 Labour left the 
industry with no direction and weak leadership - leaving the railways rudderless 
and at the bottom of the queue when they desperately needed to be modernised 
and Victorian working practices abolished to compete as the age of mass car 
ownership arrived.  This in turn accelerated the financial crisis of the early 1960ôs 
that led to the Beeching report.  We all know about Labourôs broken promise in 
1964; whatôs not so commonly known is that they welshed on Beeching and 
failed to totally modernise the remaining network as per his recommendations.   
The Blair government has carried on in a similar vain: promises but no delivery. 
 At the heart of the problem is the fact that they refuse to deal with the struc-
ture of the industry caused by privatisation.  Four times as much government 
money is being spent on the railway now as was given to BR, yet these hundred 
plus private operators canôt run the network as a whole as well as BR.  Itôs too 
much of a coincidence that this state of affairs has happened after the trauma of 
the 1993 Railways Act, yet government tries to kid us that there are other primary 
reasons.  Todayôs railway crisis is directly attributably to mistakes made in the pri-
vatisation process, yet government is in denial.  It believes that fragmentation 
and franchising can be made to work despite all the evidence to the contrary.  
The SRAôs increasingly desperate thrashings around are a symptom of the prob-
lem that the real issues are not being addressed. 
 At a time when a revived mixed-traffic rural railway is needed more than 
ever as the failures of the over reliance on road become more apparent, our 
leaders fail us once more- regime change in Westminster is needed. 
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sages to trains, allowing drivers to use in-cab displays.  When it is fully working, 
signals will no longer be necessary. 
 The beacons, or ñbalisesò, will be positioned every one to two miles.  As the 
train passes over one, an onboard antenna makes contact, identifying the trainôs 
position.  The onboard computer constantly monitors speed, braking capability 
and proximity to the train in front; a display in the cab gives exact instructions.  At 
the control centre information on train movements is processed, and permission to 
move is relayed to the trains. 
 The total cost of installing the scheme nationally is currently put at £3.7 bil-
lion.  It will be compatible with installations across the European Union. 

Our Press release on Fares 
 

SARPA CONDEMNS GOVERNMENT OVER PROPOSED INCREASES IN 
RAIL FARES.  

  
 This weeks announcement by Transport Secretary Alaister Darling that rail 
fares will have to increase to pay for an improved network have been met with 
anger by Mid Wales rail users. 
 Local rail user group SARPA has condemned the announcement as yet an-
other example of how out of touch with reality government is with the rail industry 

and the needs of the transport sector generally. 
 SARPA Chairman Gareth Marston said, ñTo penalise the ordinary user 
even further who have literally been waiting decades to see substantive improve-
ments in services is an appalling affront. At a time when Labour has spent six 
years in power literally squandering billions of taxpayerôs money propping up the 
dysfunctional privatised rail network to little effect, price increases are not on. 
This money should have been spent on modernizing the network; instead itôs 
gone to waste due to the inefficient nature of the fragmented rail industry and La-
bourôs failure to grasp the true issues facing the industryò. 
 ñThe rail network desperately needs to be reorganised on a vertically inte-
grated basis in order to reduce costs and make improvements happen quicker, 
increasing fares whilst persisting with the failed structure will make no differ-
enceò. 



NEWS OF THE LINE 

The recent Pathfinder Tour  
 
Richard Putley writes:  Having travelled on the Pathfinder Tour of the 14th June 
to Aberystwyth I think 37 haulage is the answer to the Cambrian's punctuality 
problems! The tour arrived 20 min early at Welshpool. We'd originally been 
booked to wait there for 20 min, but we were allowed to go on to Newtown where 
we crossed an eastbound train. We then motored on to Mach where we arrived 
30 min early! For people intending to get off there, this was a bonus. Our depar-
ture for Aber was delayed by a late running train from Aber. 
 In view of your recent report about the run round point at Aber being plain 
lined made me wonder if the tour would be postponed again. But having 2 locos 
on the train (37114 "City of Worcester" and 37042) meant they were able to use 
one loco to propel the train out of the platform and into the siding, and then swop 
the locos round. 
 Weather was excellent too so a thoroughly great day out. 
 
Aberystwyth  
 
 In mid July Network Rail was quoting October as a date for the points to be 
repaired at Aberystwyth.  However this was pre the Rail Regulators review of 
their finances that suggested ñnon essentialò maintenance work should be de-
ferred.  A run round facility at Aberystwyth does not effect normal day to day op-
erations.  As Richard Putleyôs piece on the pathfinder excursion points out a dou-
ble headed train can run its locomotives around by a complicated shunting ma-
noeuvre.  Will the points become the new ñlights at Welshpoolò ïlets hope not. 
 In the meantime a steam special scheduled for September 13th has been 
pencilled in to go to Barmouth instead.  However at the time of going to press the 
organisers were still waiting clearance from Network Rail to go over Barmouth 
bridge. 
 
 Ynyslas  
 
 Early June saw a wreckage of a crashed plane- a vintage Hawker Hunter 
jet land in the field next to the line on the landside just to the Dovey Junction side 
of the level crossing.  The pilot was picked up from the estuary by a search and 
rescue helicopter. 
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A shuddering thought- what if the plane had crashed on the line or even onto a 
train?  About as likely as the current structure of the rail industry being made to 
work of course, but no doubt the health and safety fascists would have cooked 
up some impossible safety regulations to cover the eventuality happening again. 
 
 Newtown  
 
 A refurbished and relocated Newtown Station Travel, fresh paint, new ac-
cess points, Project Inform, a station Jazz Café, a proper car park, integrated 
transport with a bus turnaround and stop, a disabilities charity occupying the last 
part of the main building.  Things are on the up what could be wrong? 
 Yes Network Rail has forgot to weed the tracks in the station and clear litter 
up.  They may be not for profit but like predecessor Railtrack they seem to be not 
for the passenger also. 
 
 Welshpool  
 
 Yes no issue can go by without mention of the failed lighting.  Latest on the 
saga is, that at our own cost we have pursued with the Land Registry the ques-
tion who owns the ramp - stand up the Transport Directorate of the National As-
sembly for Wales who presumably inherited it from the old Welsh Office.  We are 
pursuing this line of attack!   
 Wales and Borders has decided that the National Eisteddfod being held at 
Meifod a few miles into the hills from Welshpool during the first week in August 
will not attract sufficient custom to justify extra carriages or services, and have 
pointed out that the infrastructure on our line is constrained (surprise, surprise).  
170,000 visitors are expected, those arriving by train face an hourôs wait for a 
connecting bus. 
  
 Project Inform  
 
 You may have noticed that the screens donôt always give out correct infor-
mation.  Wales and Borders are said to be looking into minor teething problems 
since its introduction.   However most machines are only as good as the informa-
tion thatôs fed into them.  Some management time is needed, sitting on the per-
son whose job it should be to feed information into the system to make sure their 
doing their job properly all the time. 
 
 




